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Communicate Science?Should You



What kind of scientist do you want to be?

Wikimedia Commons (Dona Eidam/USGS) 



I’ve seen things you people wouldn’t believe.
Roy Batty, Bladerunner



Human beings are a disease, a cancer of this planet. You're a plague 
and we are the cure.
Agent Smith, The Matrix



Q13: Outline of public engagement plans 
             (No more than 250 words)

In the beginning…



Q13: Outline of public engagement plans 
             (No more than 250 words)

Tim Berners-Lee at the Olympic opening ceremony, 2012

In the beginning… but then the internet changed everything



“Blogging isn’t writing. It’s graffiti with punctuation”

Jude Law, Elliot Gould in Contagion (2011)



Letter from Francis Crick to Jim Watson (April 1967)

http://profiles.nlm.nih.gov/ps/access/SCBBKN.pdf
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Blog Manifesto: 

I won’t promise to post regularly.

I won’t promise to be unembarrassed to admit that I am a blogger. 

I won’t promise to have anything terribly insightful to say.

First post… (and the value of a network)



Speaking out...



Science and 
society

Online 

Outside

Simon Singh: 
The British Chiropractic 
Association... “happily 
promotes bogus treatments”.



The next generation

http://imascientist-film.org.uk

Connects the kids to real scientists 
Tough but energising
Fresh perspective
Youthful idealism
Makes you think



Science and Politics

Opportuni)es	for	poli)cal	engagement…
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We’re not the only ones…

http://sciencegrrl.co.uk



Blogging at work: research & microbiology

* *



The internet changes everything (and it’s not done yet)

Dame Janet Finch: 

“The principle that the results of research that has 
been publicly funded should be freely accessible in 
the public domain is a compelling one, and 
fundamentally unanswerable.”



IS:

‣ Good	for	research	&	researchers	
faster	exchange	of	ideas	
fosters	inter-disciplinarity	
stronger	sense	of	community	ownership?	

‣ Good	for	the	public	(taxpayer)	
access	to	the	research	they	paid	for	
be@er	cost	control	(eventually)	
poten)al	to	change	the	dynamic	of	public	engagement



Open access: challenges established journals… 
occamstypewriter.org/scurry

"when	assessing	proposals	for	research	
funding	RCUK	considers	that	it	is	the	
quality	of	the	research	proposed	and	not	
where	an	author	has	published…	that	is	of	
paramount	importance."

April	8,	2013



…and raises questions about our modes of assessment

Vale,	R.	D.	(2012)	Mol	Biol	Cell	23,	3285–3289.

Lawrence,	P.	A.	(2007)	Curr.	Biol.	17,	R583–5.

Have you signed?
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Young scientists (may) need old scientists to set an example

hGp://whyopenresearch.org

Dr	Erin	McKiernan



Scientific citizen - more than just a 
scientist

Public accountability

Understanding (& improving the 
business of science)

Find your own path

Rewards: a personal view

A pub, somewhere in Reading



Thank you
Nature Network 
Matt Brown
Maxine Clarke
Lou Woodley

Occam’s Typewriter/Corner 
Jenny Rohn
Richard Grant
Henry Gee
Athene Donald
Austin Elliot
Steve Caplan
Steffi Suhr
Kristi Vogel
Richard Wintle
Bob O’Hara
Erika Cule
Sylvia McLain
Frank Norman

The Guardian 
Alok Jha
Ian Sample
James Kingsland
Tash Reith-Banks

Group Members 
Eoin Leen
Chiara Pastore
Humberto Fernandes
Trevor Sweeney
Amar Joshi
Olga Kotik-Kogan
Jingie Yang

I’m a Scientist Film 
Shane McCracken
Sophia Collins
Tim Hunt
Jenny Rohn
Bernadette Byrne
Marcia Philbin
Amar Joshi
Laurence Pearl

Royal Institution
Ed Prosser
Rob Cawston
Gail Cardew
Frank James
Charlotte New

Science is Vital 
Jenny Rohn
Richard Grant
Michelle Brook
Della Thomas
Shane McCracken
Evan Harris
Prateek Buch
Tom Hartley
Paula Salgado
Andrew Steele
Matthew Martin
Alasdair Taylor

CaSE 
Imran Khan
Hilary Leevers
Sarah Main

Libel Reform Campaign 
David Allen Green
Evan Harris
Sile Lane
Simon Singh

Family 
Anne
Dominic
Eleanor 
Charlotte 

Film Directors 
Steven Soderbergh
Martin Scorsese
Stanley Kubrick
Ridley Scott
The Wachowskis


