CCP4 Working Group 2 Meeting

Birkbeck College, London

Tuesday 24th January 2006, 11.30am

Present:

Phil Evans (MRC LMB), Dan Rolfe (Daresbury), David Robinson (Vernalis R&D, Cambridge), Karen McKlusky (Glasgow), Ronan Keegan (Daresbury), Martyn Winn (Daresbury), Keith Wilson (York), Jan White (Sheffield), Paul Emsley (York), Harry Powell (LMB), Ian Tickle (Astex), Charles Ballard (Daresbury), Judith Murray-Rust (CR UK), Eugene Krissinel (EBI), Eleanor Dodson (York), Stuart McNicholas (York), Airlie McCoy (Cambridge), Nick Keep (Birkbeck)

Apologies:

Vilmos Fulop, Tadeusz Skarzynski, Maria Turkenburg, Maeri Howard, Lindsay Sawyer, Tom Edwards, Geoff Battye, Peter Briggs 

Agenda

1. Minutes of meeting of 2nd June 2005 and matters arising. Chairman.

Previous minutes can be found at www.ccp4.ac.uk/wg.

2. Study Weekend 2007. Maeri/Charles.
Venue: Reading.
Date: 4-6 Jan.
Topic: To be decided. Currently no steer from WG1.
Registration: Plan to have early-bird registrations to avoid the usual rush of last-minute registrations.

3. Date of next meeting. Chairman.
If possible, can we set the dates of the next TWO meetings?

4. Short update on the 6.0 release. Charles.

5. Short presentation on Mr Bump. Ronan.

6. Short presentation on HAPPy. Daniel.

7. AOB.

8. Extended talk on PISA. Eugene
http://www.ebi.ac.uk/msd-srv/prot_int/pistart.html
If there is sufficient time and interest, we may move to lecture theatre for on-line demonstration.


Minutes of previous WG2 meeting and matters arising

There were no matters arising.

Study Weekend 2007

The following suggestions for Study Weekend topics had been received.

1. Automation pipelines.

2. Crystallisability.

3. Other biophysical techniques.

4. Structure-based drug design.

5. Validation, analysis and interpretation.

6. Information management.

7. Limits – what to do if things don't work.

8. Dynamical aspects.

9. Validation of target selection & protocols in structural genomics

10. Long-wavelength phasing.

11. Molecular replacement.

12. Comparison of models, methods and programs.

It was decided the subject should be Molecular Replacement. Garib Murshudov and Frank Von Delft will be invited to be the scientific organisers. Keith to approach Garib, Phil to approach Frank.

It was decided that the basic guidance for the meeting programme should be as follows.

1. Basic MR (not too much).

2. Model generation.

3. Model completion.

4. The interaction with electron microscopy (X-ray – EM and vice versa).

5. An overview of the various MR programs (an overview talk, not a catalogue of program talks).

CCP4 is only supposed to subsidise the Study Weekend by £50,000. Many late entrants meant that this year the subsidy was around £80,000.

WG2 was advised that a request has been made to the Executive to have an early registration deadline before which the standard registration fee applies, but after which there will be an additional fee.

It was also agreed that a future Study Weekend topic might be the validation, interpretation and information content of crystal structure.

Dates for future WG2 meetings

The next WG2 meeting will be at in York on Wednesday 28th June 2006.

The following WG2 has been provisionally set for Daresbury on Wednesday 31st January 2007.

News on 6.0 Release

Charles reported on the status of the 6.0 release.   He expressed high confidence that 6.0 would be released in mid-February.

Short talks by Ronan and Daniel

These were well received.

AOB

Problems with 2006 Study Weekend.

1. There were complaints about the transport provided between the halls in which some people were staying and the conference dinner. Several of the attendees reported complaints from their students that the only bus from the conference dinner back to the halls left one hour before the disco finished.  

2. There were reports that some people who were not students received the bursary to cover registration and accommodation costs.

It was decided that the bursary application make it very clear that the bursary covers only one night of accommodation and the registration fee for registered PhD students. The form should in future require the applicant to explicitly confirm their student status by ticking a box which says “Are you a registered PhD student?”

3. Feedback from the lunchtime bites highlighted that the space put aside was too crowded and that the facilities for the presentations were not sufficient for the number of people attending.  A common view was that projectors would be required for each presentation should a similar arrangement be used in the future.

4. Some dissatisfaction was expressed with the billing details given on conference registration web pages and delegate letters.  Nick Keep suggested that this might have had some bearing on the lack of early payment.

5. Jan White requested, with support from other WG2 members, that credit card payment be  made available at the next conference.  Charles Ballard stated that Maeri Howard was investigating the possibility of on-line credit card payments.  This was welcomed by the meeting.

Extended talk on PISA by Eugene

This was well received.

