Report of CCP4 Executive Committee for Working Group 1 Meeting  January 3rd 2003
The executive committee met in May, August and December this past year. This report gives a brief summary of activities. A more detailed overview is provided as a separate document.

Grant application: The current BBSRC grant finishes at the end of September 2003. Jim Naismith and Randy Read have prepared a new grant that is under consideration by BBSRC and will be discussed by the BMS panel at their meeting in January. The application is for a further five year’s funding, with salary support for Martyn Winn, Alun Ashton, Harry Powell and Maeri Howard-Eales funded through Daresbury and Eugene Krissenel through EBI.  The Daresbury funded staff will be concerned with developing software libraries and tools for automation (Winn, Ashton, et al.), modelling displacement parameters (Winn), data collection and processing (Powell) as well as management and ongoing support (Ashton, Howard-Eales). Krissenel’s work will  have a number of strands involving chemical-topology analysis of electron-density maps, ligands and protein structures. The total value of the proposal is £1.38M. If it is approved, MRC will provide the cost of Harry Powell’s salary.

Workshops: CCP4 supported the Protein Crystallography Summer School in Bristol. Thanks to Leo Brady for organising this very successful and important teaching school. Support was given to the Galashiels Protein Structure Workshop and to the inaugural  South West Regional meeting organised by Jenny Littlechild.

Conferences: CCP4 had a prominent presence at the Geneva IUCr Congress, the ACA meeting in San Antonio and the BCA meeting at Nottingham. Thanks are due to the contributors to the workshop and to the CCP4 staff and others who organised and supported the workshops and exhibition stands.

Overseas Fellowships: This scheme has continued with the enthusiastic support of our colleagues in India and China. The fellows this year are Ms Sameeta Bilgrami  from New Delhi and Mr Cai-hong Yun and Mr Feng Xu  from Beijing. The National Nature Science Foundation of China has continued to support this scheme by providing the international airfare of the Chinese students.

Finances: The tabled financial statements show a healthy balance despite some earlier concerns. Our income from commercial users has continued to grow and now exceeds £600K pa. This provides a valuable buffer that will ensure our committed programmes will continue in the absence of full funding from the BBSRC grant proposal.
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